
www.ferdi.fr
Une fondation pour des idées innovantes 
sur le développement

La Fondation pour les études et recherches
sur le développement international 

(Foundation for Studies and Research on International Development - FERDI)

History

• The Foundation for Studies and Research on International Development (FERDI) was created in 2003. Patrick 
Guillaumont is its founder and President.

• It was created by the Center for Studies and Research on International Development (CERDI), the main French 
research center in the field and a privileged scientific partner for FERDI. The CERDI itself was created in 1976 
within the University of Clermont Auvergne and the CNRS.

• In 2018 a Chair is created in Ouagadougou dedicated to analysis in the Sahel.

• FERDI is based in Clermont-Ferrand, with offices in Paris, Ouagadougou and Washington, DC. 

Created and recognized for its role serving the public interest, the Foundation for Studies and 
Research on International Development (FERDI) is a think tank that works to ensure :
- the exchange of innovative ideas stemming from research in development economics, 
- recommendations to international development decision-makers and partners,
- a capacity-building in order to design and implement inclusive and sustainable economic policies.

Influence and impact 
• FERDI is a think tank recognized for its expertise in deve-
lopment economics whose research results and recom-
mendations have brought about changes in the poli-
cies of many international development actors.

• For example, FERDI’s activities on allocation policies and 
the effectiveness of international aid have helped fuel 
international debates and increase recognition of the 
vulnerabilities, particularly those of the Least Deve-
loped Countries (LDCs).

Mission 
• To support the most relevant research programs in de-
velopment economics  and the use of the most modern 
research instruments.

• To improve understanding of economic issues related to 
emerging and developing countries, particularly Least De-
veloped Countries (LDCs) and francophone countries.

• To promote a better understanding of economic deve-
lopment and the factors that influence it and support the 
contributions of French, European, and Francophone re-
searchers to the international debate on sustainable deve-
lopment.

• To share research knowledge with public and private 
actors or businesses, and to make concrete and tailored 
recommendations to global, regional, and national deve-
lopment policy actors.

• To build the capacity of developing countries to design 
and implement sustainable development policies, inclu-
ding through continuing vocational training programs.
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Main activities 
• Research and studies organized in cross-cutting thema-
tic programs.

• Publication in French and English of numerous books, 
articles in international journals, working papers, policy 
briefs, reports, and blogs.

• Organization of conferences and events, especially as 
part of major international meetings.

• Policy recommendations to public and private actors 
in international development and provision of deci-
sion-making tools, including indicators, databases, and the 
Sustainable Competitiveness Observatory (ODC).

• Support for French-language publications such as 
the Revue d'Économie du Développement (also available in 
English) and support for the publication of young Franco-
phone researchers working in development economics.

• Continuing education in development economics for 
senior officials and managers through the Institute for Ad-
vanced Studies in Sustainable Development (IHEDD).

Programs  
FERDI’s research and studies programs are fully in line with 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by the 
United Nations in September 2015. This includes:

• International financing for development;

• Tax policies and internal financing systems;

• Regional and international integration;

• Least Developed Countries (LDCs);

• Climate change and access to energy;

• Human capital dynamics in developing economies;

• Linguistic area, culture, and development;

• Reducing risks for development and food security;

• Efficiency of public healthcare systems;

• Peace, security, and development in the Sahel;

• Innovative development indicators;

• Sustainable Competitiveness Observatory.

22 employees

45 fellows

60 to 70 publications, working papers 
or policy briefs published per year

More than 100 research articles or books published per year

50 to 60 events organized alone or in partnership per year  

60,000 sessions per year on its website 

Ferdi  
in figures
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Labels of Excellence and Partnerships

To support its influence role and enrich its approaches to tackling key development issues, FERDI develops its 
research programs in collaboration with several partners.

IDGM et IDGM+
In 2007, FERDI and IDDRI, two well-known think tanks in the area of international and sustainable development, 
decided to coordinate their actions as part of the « Initiative for Development and Global Governance » (IDGM), 
with support of the French Development Agency (AFD).

The IDGM+ project entitled « Designing New International Development Policies Based on Research Results. 
Strengthening the Initiative for Development and Global Governance » is an extension of the IDGM initiative 
linking CERDI to FERDI and IDDRI. 

In 2011, the IDGM+ Labex was selected as part of the « Investments d’avenir » program singling out  top research 
laboratories (Labex).In 2018 the network gathers 270 researchers. 

Consortium LDC IV  
Monitor
In cooperation with the United Nations institutions res-
ponsible for monitoring the Istanbul Program of Action 
(IPoA) set up during the Fourth United Nations Conference 
on Least Developed Countries (LDC), eight think tanks 
and development institutions join forces to produce an 
independent supplementary evaluation of the official mo-
nitoring mechanism. FERDI is a founding member of this 
consortium, whose other members are: 

the Center for Policy Dialogue (CDP), Bangladesh • the 
Applied Economics Research Center (CREA), Senegal • 
the Commonwealth Secretariat • the Economic and So-
cial Research Foundation, Tanzania • the International 
Center for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD), 
Switzerland • Galatasaray University, Turkey • the OECD’s 
Development Center.

I-SITE  
The project entitled CAP 20–25 conducted by the Univer-
sity of Clermont Auvergne was selected as part of a call for 
I-SITE projects (Initiatives in Science – Innovation –Terri-
tories – Economy). The CAP 20-25 program is the main 
lever of a policy of excellence and visibility detailed on the 
University’s website. Implementation of this project covers 
four strategic scientific pillars, including Natural Catastro-
phic Risks and Socio-Economic Vulnerability, to which the 
two Labex, IDGM+ and ClerVolc (Clermont-Ferrand Centre 
for Volcano Research), are active contributors. 
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Institutional Partners 
(Multi-Annual Agreements)   

• Agence française de développement  (French Development Agency – AFD)
• Banque de France
• French Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs 
• Commission of the West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU)
• Commission of the Central African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC)
• The World Bank

Other partners 

Agricultural Technology Adoption Initiative (ATAI) • African Development Bank (AfDB) • Asian Development Bank (ADB) • 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation • Center for Global Development (CGdev) • Cerdi-CNRS – Université Clermont Auvergne • 
https://www.cian-afrique.org/ - Conseil français des investisseurs en Afrique(CIAN) • Convergences • Economic and Social 
Research Council (ESRC) • European Commission (EC) • Exchange and Research Centre for Leaders of Tax Administrations 
(CREDAF) • Expertise France • Fondation Esplorado • Fondation prospective et innovation • French Administration of Public 
Finance • French Embassies • French Treasury • German agency for international cooperation (GIZ) • International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) • International Centre for Tax and Development (ICTD) • Institut du développement durable et des relations 
internationales (IDDRI) • International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) • Institut de recherche pour le développement 
(IRD) • International Trade Center (ITC) • Investisseurs et Partenaires • Monaco Department of international cooperation • 
OCP Policy Center • Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD • Schneider Foundation • United 
Nations • United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) • UNITAID • Veolia Foundation • World Customs Organization 
(WCO) • World Institute for Development Economics Research (WIDER).

 
Contact

MINISTÈRE
DES

AFFAIRES ÉTRANGÈRES

Fabienne Rouanet, Communication Manager: fabienne.rouanet@ferdi.fr
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International Financing 
for Development

Context

• September 2015: The 193 member states of the United Nations adopt the Sustainable Development 
Program to 2030, focusing on 17 goals.

• July 2015: The Third United Nations International Conference on Financing for Development in Addis-
Ababa approves an Action Agenda (AAAA).

For more than 15 years, FERDI’s research, publications, and conferences on the efficiency of 
international assistance and allocation policies have contributed to international debates and 
helped consider vulnerabilities in financing for development. 

Results and impact

• FERDI contributed to the Third United Nations Interna-
tional Conference on Financing for Development in July 
2015 by the up-front publishing of the collective work en-
titled Financing Sustainable Development: Addressing 
Vulnerabilities, also available in French.

• The model for allocating aid developed by FERDI was 
adopted by the European Commission for the European 
Development Fund and Development Cooperation Instru-
ment: https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid

• The African Development Bank (AfDB) asked FERDI to 
support its aim of reforming how it allocates aid from 
the African Development Fund so as to take account of 
the various causes of vulnerability and fragility.

• The FERDI study entitled Measuring Official Develop-
ment Assistance: Why and how to change? is classified 
as among the 50 best studies on public policies in the 
Global Go To Think Tank Index Report 2014.

Studies and 
Research

• FERDI’s work argues for including structural criteria in 
the allocation of aid and proposes reforming the tradi-
tional performance-based approach (PBA) for aid allo-
cation, taking account of economic and climate vulnera-
bilities and  political fragility in a preventive as well as a 
remedial approach.

• The work examines the bases for the differentiation of 
financial support in terms of levels of income and in terms 
of inclusion in the Least Developed Countries (LDC) cate-
gory.

• FERDI continues to work on the efficiency of interna-
tional development assistance examined from different 
perspectives, including the impact on inequalities in in-
come, the effects of vertical funds, assistance to trade, and 
assistance to fragile states and LDCs.
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Key Publications

Boussichas M. and Guillaumont P. (eds.) (2015), 
Financing sustainable development: addressing 
vulnerabilities, FERDI, Economica, Paris, 527 p.

Cadot O., Fernandes A., Gourdon J., Mattoo A. and Melo 
(de) J. (2014), « Evaluating Aid for Trade: A Survey of 
Recent Studies », The World Economy, vol. 37(4), pp. 516-
529.

Cadot O. and Melo (de) J. (eds.) (2015), Aid for Trade: What 
have we learnt? Which way ahead?, FERDI, CEPR, May 2014.

 World Development, Special section, February 2017: 
« Reforming Performance-Based Aid Allocation Practice », 
including, in particular:

Guillaumont P., Guillaumont Jeanneney S. and Wagner 
L. (2017), « How to Take into Account Vulnerability in Aid 
Allocation Criteria and Lack of Human Capital as Well: 
Improving the Performance Based Allocation », World 
Development, vol.90, pp. 27-40.

Guillaumont P., McGillivray M. and Wagner L. (2017), 
« Performance Assessment, Vulnerability, Human 
Capital, and the Allocation of Aid Among Developing 
Countries », World Development, vol. 90, pp. 17–26.
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Recent conferences  
and events

Brussels, October 20, 2017 
« Tailored Partnerships in the Context of the 2030 
Agenda, Revisiting Differentiation and Graduation », 
expert meeting organized by FERDI and the European 
Commission.

New-York, May 24, 2017
« Panel Discussion on TOSSD : A statistical measurement 
framework for tracking the Means of Implementation to 
achieve the SDG », parallel event organized by OECD, the 
French Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs and FERDI 
at the ECOSOC Financing for Development Forum. 

  Nairobi, November 30, 2016
« Addressing state fragility and country vulnerabilities 
in aid allocation to reach poor and vulnerable people », 
parallel event organized by FERDI, AFD, CEMAC and 
WAEMU at the 2nd High-Level Meeting of the Global 
Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation (OCDE 
et PNUD).

Dakar, November 8-9, 2016 
« Financial Volatility, Macroprudential Regulation 
and Economic Growth in Low-Income Countries », 
conference organized by the Manchester University, 
CERDI, FERDI and the West African Training Centre for 
Banking Studies (COFEB) of the Central Bank of West 
African States (BCEAO).

Lima, October 9–11, 2015 
« Climate Vulnerability and Allocation of Adaptation 
Funds », parallel event organized by FERDI at the World 
Bank and International Monetary Fund Annual Meetings.

Addis Ababa, July 13-16, 2015 
« Addressing vulnerability through development 
finance to make development sustainable », parallel 
event organized by FERDI, Côte d’Ivoire and Niger at 
the third UN International conference on financing for 
development.

Fabienne Rouanet, Communication Manager: fabienne.rouanet@ferdi.fr
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Tax Policies and Internal Financing Systems

Context

• One of the primary recommendations of the United Nations Third International Conference on Financing 
for Development (AAAA), which was held in Addis Ababa, is to effectively mobilize the domestic financial 
resources of countries, including tax revenues. 

The mobilization and efficient use of developing economies’ domestic resources as well as the 
development of fiscal and customs policies, their decentralization, and their role in the regional 
integration process are essential to FERDI’s research and overall activities.

Studies and Research

•  Role of taxation and tax and customs policies and 
administrations in the regional integration and deve-
lopment process.

•  Interactions between financial volatility, prudential 
regulation, and economic growth in sub-Saharan Afri-
ca in cooperation with the University of Manchester and 
the Central Bank of West African States (BCEAO).

•  Pro-poor financing system: Work and recommenda-
tions based on access to credit for countries with very li-
mited banking services.

•  Links between exchange rate policy and poverty re-
duction, especially in China: A robust source of expertise 
developed by FERDI over the course of many years in part-
nership with CERDI.

Results and impact  

• The French Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs 
invited FERDI to support and structure its strategic 
thinking on the mobilization of public domestic resources 
in developing countries.

• FERDI conducts studies on behalf of the West African 
Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU) and the Cen-
tral African Economic and Monetary Community (CE-
MAC) on the regional harmonization of fiscal policies. In 
November 2017, it presented its conclusions to the annual 
meeting of finance ministers of CFA zone countries.

• In 2016, FERDI, in partnership with the International Cen-
ter for Tax and Development (ICTD), made available to the 
public a database on tax legislation for industrial gold 
mines in 14 African producing countries from 1980 to 
2015. The mining rent-sharing indicator developed by 
FERDI makes it possible to calculate the share of the mi-
ning rent accruing to countries. See: http://www.ferdi.fr/fr/
node/3197

• FERDI hosts a detailed database of tax revenue infor-
mation for 41 countries in sub-Saharan Africa covering 
the 1980–2010 period, an update of which is in progress. 
See: http://www.ferdi.fr/fr/indicateur 
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Key publications 
Arezki R., Rota-Graziosi G. and Senbet L.W. (2016), 
« Natural Resources and Tax Avoidance » in SKJULT: 
Skatteparadis, kapitalflukt og hemmelighold 2, Tax Justice 
Network, Norge, Norad.

Bouterige Y., Laporte B. and Quatrebarbes (de) C. (2015), 
« La fiscalité minière en Afrique : Un état des lieux sur 
le secteur de l’or dans 14 pays de 1980 à 2015 », Revue 
d’Économie du Développement, 2015/4.

Caldeira E., Foucault M. and Rota-Graziosi G. (2016), 
« Does Decentralization Facilitate Access to Poverty-
Related Services? Evidence from Benin » in Edwards S., 
Johnson S. et Weil D.N. (eds.) African Successes: Government 
and Institutions, University of Chicago Press. 

Geourjon A-M, Laporte B. and Quatrebarbes (de) C. 
(2016), « La TVA dans les pays africains : un nouveau droit 
de douane ? » Revue européenne et internationale de droit 
fiscal, vol. 2, pp. 180-186.

Guérineau S. and Léon F. (2016), « Information sharing, 
credit booms, and financial stability », FERDI Working Paper 
P159, July.

Recent conferences  
and events 

Paris, October 18, 2017
« Capital Movements, Macro-prudential Regulation, 
and Financial Stability in Low-income Countries »,  
conference organized by the Center for Growth and 
Business Cycle Research at the University of Manchester, 
FERDI, and the OCP Policy Center.

 Lomé, May 22–24, 2017
« Tax Expenditures: Beyond the CREDAF Guide », side 
event organized by FERDI during the 32nd International 
Colloquium of the Exchange and Research Center for 
Leaders of Tax Administrations (CREDAF).

Paris, January 24, 2017 
« What responses to terms of trade shocks in poor and 
vulnerable countries? », event organized by the Bank of 
France and FERDI.

Clermont-Ferrand, November 23-24, 2016 
Seminar on the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement 
(TFA) implementation organized by the European 
Commission and the French Customs Directorate, in 
partnership with FERDI.

 
Contact
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Regional and International Integration
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Context

• Regional economic integration is considered essential for Africa’s economic development of Africa, a continent 
where the majority of countries are either small or mid-size economies. 

• The economic and monetary unions of the CFA franc zone are an original form of regional economic integration 
in Africa. 

• A stronger regional integration process in the countries of the CFA franc zone should allow member states to 
speed up development, by better exploiting the benefits of international trade and better addressing the risks 
of instability and food crises. 

• In general, certain non-tariff obstacles to regional and international trade call for appropriate responses.

Since its creation, FERDI has been involved, together with the CERDI, in the study of regional 
integration processes in the CFA franc zone, and more recently in partnership with the West 
African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU) and the Central African Economic and Monetary 
Community (CEMAC) Commissions. It benefits from the support of the Ministries of Finance and 
the Central Banks’ governors of the CFA franc zone, and from partners having a direct interest in 
the results of studies on regional integration as well as  the resulting policy recommendations.
FERDI analyzes the effects of trade policies on developing countries, and has developed various 
indicators related to trade, including remoteness from world markets, relative preferences for 
market access, pollution terms of trade, trade openness policy, export instability, and non-
tariff measures. These projects are carried out in close cooperation with the CERDI and foreign 
universities, in particular the University of Geneva. 

Studies and Research

• Since 2011, at the request of the CFA franc zone’s Finance 
Ministers, FERDI has worked on assessing gains in regio-
nal integration in the countries of the CFA area. 

• Development of an indicator of member states’ com-
mitment to regional integration, focused on decisions 
and policies under direct governments’ responsibility.

• Strengthening regional integration through tax and mo-
netary harmonization and trade costs reduction.

Results and impact  

• FERDI’s researches on trade costs reduction policies and 
regional integration support in the CFA franc zone has in-
fluenced reforms carried out there. 

• FERDI’s recommendations for the reform of the multi-
lateral surveillance mechanism have been adopted by 
the CEMAC’s Council of Ministers.

• FERDI has collaborated with the CEMAC to develop a re-
covery plan for the six member states after the fall in 
oil prices.

• FERDI has put forward a mechanism for regional bud-
get allocation to the African Development Bank (AfDB).
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Key publications 

Cariolle J., Chalendard C., Geourjon A-M., and Laporte 
B. (2016) « Going beyond analysis of internal data to 
support customs modernization: a case study in Gabon », 
FERDI Working paper P173 (updated version December 
2017).

Cariolle J., Geourjon A-M. and de Ubeda A-A. (2017), 
Mesurer l’engagement des États membres dans l’Union 
Économique et Monetaire Ouest Africaine - Cadre 
d’évaluation et application à l’intégration commerciale, 
FERDI Report, February.

Geourjon A-M., Guérineau S., Guillaumont P., and 
Guillaumont Jeanneney S. (eds.) (2013), Intégration 
régionale pour le développement en Zone franc, 
Économica, Paris, 323 p.

Guérineau S., Guillaumont Jeanneney S., and Léon 
F. (2016), Viabilité budgétaire et renforcement de la 
surveillance multilatérale au sein de la CEMAC, Report for 
CEMAC, FERDI, February.

Guillaumont P. and Guillaumont Jeanneney S. (2017), 
« Quel avenir pour les francs CFA ? », FERDI Working paper 
P188, May.

Melo J., Nouar M., and Solleder J-M. (2017) « Integration 
along the Abuja road map », UNU WIDER Working paper 
2017/ 103, April 2017.

Olarreaga M., Sperlich S. and Trachsel V. (2017) « Export 
Promotion: what works? », FERDI Working paper, P184, 
February.

Recent conferences  
and events 

Paris, October 5, 2017
« Strengthening Regional Economic Integration in the 
CFA franc zone: Tax Policies », intervention by FERDI at 
the bi-annual meeting of CFA franc zone ministers.

Geneva, September 25-26, 2017
« Landscape of Non-Tariff Measures for Environmental 
Goods », intervention by FERDI at the UNCTAD 
Conference on Mandatory Trade Regulations and 
Voluntary Sustainability Standards.

Brussels, June 7, 2017
« Toward a New Partnership with the African, Caribbean, 
and Pacific (ACP) Group of States: Identifying Global 
Challenges and Common Interests », conference 
organized by FERDI and the European Commission’s 
Directorate-General for International Cooperation and 
Development during European Development Days. 

Ouagadougou, December 13–14, 2016
« Strengthening regional integration in West Africa – 
Progress and challenges », conference organized as part 
of the partnership with the WAEMU Commission.

Fabienne Rouanet, Communication Manager: fabienne.rouanet@ferdi.fr
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Least Developed Countries (LDCs)

Context

• The Least Developed Country (LDC) category was established by the United Nations in 1971. In 2018, there 
were 47 LDCs, the majority in Africa. 

• LDCs are characterized by low-income levels per capita and structural handicaps that impede their 
development,  justifying the particular attention and support measures from the international community. 
These structural handicaps are measured through an economic vulnerability index (EVI) and a human assets 
index (HAI).

FERDI’s works have focused for about 15 years on the Least Developed Country (LDC) category, the 
improvement of their identification and the efficiency of their differential treatment.

Under FERDI’s influence, the LDCs’ identification criteria were proposed by the United Nations as 
criteria for allocating official development assistance. 

Results and impact

• Patrick Guillaumont, the President of FERDI chaired UN 
groups of experts reporting  to the Committee for Deve-
lopment Policy (CDP) for defining, revising, and applying 
the criteria for identifying LDCs for about 10 year. 

• Under the influence of FERDI, the United Nations in a 
2013 resolution has recommended to the development 
partners to consider the criteria for identifying LDCs in 
their development assistance allocation criteria.

• FERDI is a founder member of the consortium LDC IV 
Monitor, constituted of North and South think tanks. The 
aim of this consortium is to provide an independent mo-
nitoring of the progress in the implementation of the Is-
tanbul Programme of Action (IPoA) for the LDCs for the 
2011–2020 decade.

• FERDI contributes to the analysis of the conditions and 
prospects of LDCs’ graduation. 

Studies and Research

• FERDI’s work focuses on the characteristics of the LDC 
category and the effectiveness of the support mea-
sures taken in favor to them, particularly the official de-
velopment assistance and trade.

• FERDI regularly assesses structural LDC indicators as 
well as ways of improving them, and in particular how 
they could be aggregated into a synthetic index of proba-
bility of low development.

• FERDI’s works dedicated to the new Development Agen-
da and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) mo-
nitor the process and the implementation of SDGs in LDCs 
compared to other countries and groups of countries.

• FERDI evaluates the specific vulnerability of LDCs to cli-
mate change.

www.ferdi.fr
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Key publications

Boussichas M. and Nossek V. (2014), « Statistical 
Assessment of SDGs in LDCs and other Vulnerable 
Countries », FERDI Working paper P114, October 2015.

Cariolle J., Goujon M. and Guillaumont P. (2016), « Has 
Structural Economic Vulnerability Decreased in Least 
Developed Countries? Lessons Drawn from Retrospective 
Indices »,  The Journal of Development Studies, vol. 52 (5), 
pp. 591-606.

Drabo A. and Guillaumont P. (2016), « Prospects 
of Graduation for Least Developed Countries: What 
Structural Change? », in Tracking Progress, Accelerating 
Transformations: Achieving the IPoA by 2020, 2d report of 
the LDC IV Monitor, June, pp. 30-38.

Guillaumont P. (2009), Caught in a trap. Identifying the 
Least Developed Countries, Economica, 386 p.

Guillaumont P. et al. (2018), Out of the trap. Supporting the 
Least Developed Countries, Economica, Paris. (10 chapters 
represent the first overall assessment of the effectiveness 
of the measures taken for LDCs).

Melo J. (de) and Wagner L. (2016), « Aid for Trade and 
the Trade Facilitation Agreement: What They Can Do for 
LDCs », Journal of World Trade, vol. 50 (6), pp. 935-969.

Recent conferences  
and events

 Expert Group Meeting on UN Support for Graduation and 
Smooth Transition for LDCs. :

New York, December 14, 2017
« Graduation of the Least Developed Countries », 
intervention by FERDI  in introduction to the Expert 
Group Meeting on United Nations support for 
graduation and smooth transition for LDCs organized 
by UN-OHRLLS.

Dhaka , November 29 – 30, 2017
« Graduation of the least developed countries in the 
new Agenda for Sustainable Development Rationale, 
Transition and Prospects », intervention by FERDI at the  
UN-OHRLLS High-level Meeting on ‘Achieving 
Sustainable Graduation for the LDCs’.

Brussels, June 15-16, 2016 
« How effective have international support measures 
been for Least Developed Countries? », workshop 
organized by par FERDI at the European Development 
Days 2016.

Antalya, May 27-28, 2016  
Mid Term Review of the Istanbul Programme of Action

« Development Finance in LDCs: Tackling Risks and 
Vulnerabilities », panel co-organized by FERDI with 
Benin, Bangladesh, France, Kiribati, Sweden, UNCDF, UN 
DESA.

« Support measures: improving knowledge, 
implementation, and effectiveness for smooth 
transition from the LDC category », panel organized by 
FERDI with UN DESA.

Paris, March 1st, 2016
« Addressing vulnerabilities by financing sustainable 
development: Lessons for the LDCs », seminar organized 
by OECD and FERDI.

 
Contact
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Climate Change and Access to Energy

Context

• The first global agreement on climate was approved in Paris on December 12, 2015 at the 21st United 
Nations Climate Change Conference (COP21). Implementation requires an unprecedented level of effort and 
cooperation. 

• Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all is the seventh Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) adopted in September 2015.

• In Sub-Saharan Africa, only a small part of the population has access to electricity (16% in rural areas), 
and African countries are particularly vulnerable to climate change.  

FERDI’s research addresses key public policies for fighting climate change, criteria for allocating 
adaptation funds, and tensions between trade and climate policies and their impact on migration 
flows.

FERDI has initiated a new research area on electrification projects and their impact on economic 
development and the reduction of poverty, especially in Africa. 

Studies and Research

• Key public policy issues for effectively fighting cli-
mate change: Cost of carbon, development of investment 
in clean energy and transfer of financial resources to deve-
loping countries.

• Definition of criteria for allocating climate change 
adaptation funds in relation to the climate vulnerabi-
lity of developing countries using the Physical Vulnera-
bility to Climate Change Indicator (PVCCI) developed by 
FERDI.

• The WTO’s ability to evolve in order to contribute to 
the fight against climate change through the “greening” 
of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

• Long-term impact of climate change on migration 
flows: Internal, cross-border, and international.

• Access to energy in Africa: Survey and multi-criteria 
comparison of decentralized electrification projects car-
ried out in rural and peri-urban Africa as well as an informa-
tion bank project. 

Results and impact  

•  FERDI was an active participant at COP21, producing 
numerous publications and organizing preparatory talks 
and workshops during the conference, which was held at 
Le Bourget, France.

•  Towards a Workable and Effective Climate Regime: 
A collective work co-edited by FERDI’s scientific director, 
Jaime de Melo, brought together contributions by 35 
experts and distributed to COP21 negotiators before 
negotiations began. 
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Contact

Key publications 

Balineau G. and Melo(de) J. (2013) « The Stalemate at the 
Negotiations on Environmental Goods: Can it be Broken? » 
FERDI Policy brief B65, May.

Barrett S., Carraro C. and Melo (de) J. (eds.) (2015), 
Towards a Workable and Effective Climate Regime, FERDI, 
Economica, Paris, 452 p., December –http://www.voxeu.
org ; https://www.brookings.edu/

Béguerie V. and Berthélemy J-C. (eds.) (2016), 
Decentralized electrification and development, Field 
Actions Science Reports, Special Issue, second semester 
2016, 164 p.

Maurel M. and Tuccio M. (2016), « Climate instability, 
urbanization and international migration », Journal of 
Development Studies, vol. 52 (5), January 2016, pp. 735-
752.

Melo J. (de) and Vijil M. (2016), « The Critical Mass 
Approach to Achieve a Deal on Green Goods and Services: 
What is on the Table? How Much to Expect? », Environment 
and Resource Economics, vol. 21(3), pp. 393-414.

Melo (de) J. « Moving on Towards a Workable Climate 
Regime », in L. Paganetto (ed.), Sustainable Growth in the 
EU, Springer.

Recent conferences  
and Events 

Marrakesh, November 10–15, 2016
« Decentralized Electrification, Strengthening the 
Ambitions of the Paris Agreement, and Aid to Climate 
Change Adaptation », parallel event organized by FERDI 
at the 22nd session of the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP22).

Nairobi, December 14–17, 2015
« The Climate and WTO Regimes: Reforms to Avoid 
Collision », presentation at the Trade and Development 
Symposium organized by the E15 Initiative, session 
entitled « Role of Trade Facilitation for Increasing Regional 
Integration of Least Developed Countries (LDC) ».

Lima, October 9–11, 2015 
« Climate Vulnerability and Allocation of Adaptation 
Funds », parallel event organized by FERDI at the World 
Bank and IMF Annual Meetings.

Paris (UNESCO), July 7–10, 2015
« Our Common Future Under Climate Change », session 
organized by FERDI in collaboration with IDDRI and Yale 
University.

 
Contact

Fabienne Rouanet, Communication Manager: fabienne.rouanet@ferdi.fr
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Human Capital Dynamics  
in Developing Economies

Overview

• The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by the United Nations in September 2015 position 
human capital at the heart of development policies;

• Goal 5: Achieving gender equality and empowering all women and girls;

• Goal 8: Promoting sustained, inclusive, and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment, 
and decent work for all;

• Goal 10: Reducing inequality within and among countries.

 

FERDI approaches research on human capital in developing economies from several perspectives, 
including: 
 • Entrepreneurship in Sub-Saharan Africa;
 • Analysis of poverty and inequality; 
 • Drivers and impacts of migration and the political, economic and social impact of migration;
 • Women’s access to employment and their role in development.

Studies and research

• The role of innovation and responsible entrepre-
neurship in the socioeconomic development of Sub-Sa-
haran Africa. 

• Trends in income inequality between countries from 
1700 to 2030 and drivers and impacts of international mi-
gration.

• Stakes, challenges, and impacts of increasing migra-
tory flows on the geographical distribution of human 
capital and the global economy, particularly in terms 
of economic, human, and institutional development in 
countries of origin and the economic performance of host 
countries. 

• Research on gender equality and its role in the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and on the impact 
of the Egyptian revolution on women’s access to employ-
ment.

Results and impacts  

• Research by FERDI shows that over the last two decades, 
income gaps between people in rich and emerging 
countries have narrowed, but that internal inequalities 
have increased, with globalization among the causes.

• FERDI’s research on the effects of the Egyptian revolution 
on women’s access to employment has highlighted posi-
tive trends in labor market conditions for women rela-
tive to men since the revolution.
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Contact

Key publications 

Artuc E., Docquier F., Ozden C. and Parsons C. (2015), 
« A global assessment of human capital mobility: the role 
of non-OECD destinations », World Development, vol. 65, 
pp. 6-26.

Bertoli S. and Docquier F. (2016), « International 
Migration and Inequality Across Countries », The World 
Economy, Special Issue, vol. 39(4), pp. 475–573.

Bresson F. and Duclos J-Y. (2015), « Intertemporal 
Poverty Comparison », Social Choice and Welfare, vol. 
44(3), pp. 567-616.

Severino J-M. and Hajdenberg J. (2016), Entreprenante 
Afrique, Editions Odile Jacob.

Recent conferences  
and events 

Clermont-Ferrand,  June 29–30, 2017 
10th International Conference on Migration and 
Development, organized by the French Development 
Agency (AFD), the World Bank, and CERDI with support 
from FERDI. 

Paris, November 7, 2016
FERDI participated in a presentation of the book entitled 
Entreprenante Afrique organized by Sciences Po Paris.

Clermont-Ferrand, February 9–15, 2016
Entreprenante Afrique, a conference and photo 
exhibition organized by FERDI in collaboration with CERDI 
and the University of Clermont Auvergne.

Clermont-Ferrand, January 23-24, 2014
« International labor mobility and inequality across 
nations », international conference organized by FERDI 
and IRES.

 
Contact

Fabienne Rouanet, Communication Manager: fabienne.rouanet@ferdi.fr
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Efficiency of Public Healthcare Systems

Context

• The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted in September 2015 by the United Nations put health at 
the heart of development policies with Objective 3: Ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being for 
all at all ages.

• There is wide consensus among United Nations member states that achieving the SDGs requires strengthening 
healthcare systems and establishing universal health coverage.   

Since its creation, FERDI, in partnership with CERDI, has been developing applied research programs 
on the efficiency of hospitals in emerging and developing countries. 

Its expertise is made available to strengthen capacities in a context of limited public and private 
resources, with recommendations for more efficient healthcare policies and training programs for 
hospital managers.

Studies and Research

• Efficiency of hospitals in China: Effects of expanding 
health insurance in rural areas, impact of the 2009 reform 
of pharmaceutical policy on the funding and efficiency of 
hospitals in Shandong Province, and deliberations on es-
tablishing a set of indicators for monitoring health expen-
diture.

• Efficiency of healthcare systems in Mongolia since 
2012: Ulaanbaatar health centers and local hospitals 
(“Sum” hospitals) in rural areas in five provinces.

• Access to care for malaria treatment in Mali through 
random evaluation methods and analysis of the link 
between poverty, behavior, and the transmission of the 
diseases. 

• Effects of economic and political crises on health and 
demography in Madagascar from 1960 to 2010.

Results and Impact  

• In China, Mongolia, and Zimbabwe, FERDI experts 
provide decision-makers with information on the effi-
ciency of hospitals and health centers as well as concrete 
recommendations for reducing expenditure while main-
taining the quality of healthcare.

•  FERDI delivered a training seminar for health ministry 
executives and teacher-researchers at the University of 
Zimbabwe on methods for analyzing the efficiency of hos-
pitals in their economic environment.

•  With a study on health expenditure from 1990 to 2015, 
FERDI has supported the French Development Agency’s 
(AFD) deliberations on supporting universal health co-
verage in low and middle income countries. 
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Key Publications 

D’Albis H., Doumbo O., Niangaly H. and Thuilliez J. 
(2017), « Malaria and Education: Evidence from Mali », 
Journal of African Economies, vol. 26(4), pp. 443–469.

Audibert M., Huang X., Huangfu X., Mathonnat J., 
Pélissier A. and Petitfour L. (2016), « Health Insurance 
Reforms and Health Policies in Rural China », China 
Perspectives, 2016/4, pp. 29-38.

Audibert M., Huang X., Mathonnat J. and Pélissier 
A. (2017), « The Impact of the New Rural Cooperative 
Medical Scheme on Township Hospitals’ Utilization 
and Income Structure in Weifang Prefecture, China », 
International Journal of Applied Behavioral Economics,  
vol. 6(1), pp.23-33.

Audibert M. and Mathonnat J. (2016), « Fonds 
fiduciaires et programmes verticaux : quelles 
contributions aux politiques sectorielles ? Revue de la 
littérature et exemple du secteur de la santé », Papiers de 
Recherche AFD, n° 2016-20, January.

Barroy H., Sparkes S., Dale E., and Mathonnat J. (2018)  
« Can low-and-middle income countries increase 
domestic fiscal space for health: a mixed-methods 
approach to assess possible sources of expansion », 
Health Systems and Reform, (accepted for publication; 
forthcoming).

Dumont Y. and Thuilliez J. (2017), « Public Mosquito 
Abatement: A Cluster Randomized Experiment », World 
Bank Economic Review, Oxford University Press, april,  
pp. 1-26. 

Garenne M. (2017), « Crises and resilience in Madagascar: 
relationships with demographic and social dynamics », 
in Wilson-Flores O. (ed) Economic crises: risk factors, 
management practices and social impacts, Nova Science 
Pub., pp. 245-264.

Recent conferences  
and events 

Paris, March 27, 2017
« Transformative Investment for Sustainable 
Development », workshop presenting work on the effects 
of and prospects for results-based financing mechanisms 
on healthcare policies, organized by FERDI and IDDRI with 
support from the Gates Foundation. 

Paris, April 2016
Presentation of the Audibert-Mathonnat paper entitled 
Fonds fiduciaires et programmes verticaux : quelles 
contributions aux politiques sectorielles ? Revue de la 
littérature et exemple du secteur de la santé [Trust Funds 
and Vertical Programs: What Contributions to Sectoral 
Policies? A Review of the Literature and Example of the 
Health Sector] at the seminar organized by the French 
Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs.

 
Contact

Fabienne Rouanet, Communication Manager: fabienne.rouanet@ferdi.fr
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Linguistic Area, Culture, and Development

Context

•  In 2016, the Francophone Economic Area, a grouping of countries whose official language is French and/or 
those where at least 20% of the population speaks French, included around 30 countries, which together 
account for 6 to 7% of the world’s population, roughly 8% of world’s GDP, and 12% of world’s exports. 

•  Most of these countries are located in Sub-Saharan Africa, and have rapidly growing populations.  

With special emphasis on the French-speaking world, FERDI conducts research on belonging to a 
linguistic area, which appears to have positive effects on countries’ economies, particularly in times 
of crisis.

In the area of culture and development, FERDI’s research focuses on trade in cultural goods as well 
as the role played by media and new technologies in the democratic processes and economies of 
developing countries.

Studies and research

• Research on the economic impact of the French lan-
guage: Belonging to the French-speaking area increases 
commercial trade within the linguistic community which 
in turn has positive impacts on gross domestic product 
and employment. On average, a French-speaking country 
does 22% more trade with French-speaking partners than 
with non-French-speaking partners. 

• Research on how belonging to a linguistic space im-
pacts foreign trade, covering 127 countries and five lin-
guistic areas: The trade surplus generated by transactions 
within the same linguistic area corresponds on average to 
9% of per capita GDP in English-speaking countries, 7% in 
Portuguese-speaking countries, and 6 % in French-spea-
king, Spanish-speaking, and Arabic-speaking countries.

• Role of language in times of crisis: According to a study 
by FERDI, sharing a common language makes trade rela-
tions more resilient during recessions.

• Relationship between culture and development: This 
research addresses the development and trade of cultural 
goods, the role of media in Africa, and the role of new tech-
nologies in politics, democracy, and economics.

Results and impacts  

• FERDI’s research on the economic impacts of belonging 
to the French-speaking zone has informed the French Mi-
nistry for Europe and Foreign Affairs about the benefits 
of promoting the specificity of the French-speaking world.

• FERDI’s research on the link between economics and lin-
guistic culture in particular in French-speaking countries 
has been featured in numerous articles published in 
the French, African, and international press. 
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Key publications 

Carrère C., Ginsburgh V., Grin F, Melitz J. and Masood 
M. (2016), L’impact économique des langues, in Carrère 
C. (ed.), FERDI, Economica, Preface by Michaëlle Jean, 
Secrétaire générale de la Francophonie, Paris, 116 p.

Carrère C. and Masood M. (2018), « Cultural proximity: 
a source of trade flow resilience? », The World Economy, 
forthcoming.

Carrère C. and Masood M. (2015), « Poids économique 
de la francophonie: impact via l’ouverture commerciale », 
Revue d’Économie du Développement,  December.

Collier P. (2017), « Culture, Politics, and Economic 
Development », Annual Review of Political Science, vol. 20, 
pp. 111-125. 

Maurel M. and Nikiema C. (2016), « Media and Political 
Participation in North Africa » FERDI Working paper, P166, 
October.

Recent conferences  
and events 

Bordeaux, June 9, 2016
Presentation of the study entitled L’impact économique 
des langues (The Economic Impact of Languages) at the 
Culture and Development symposium organized by the 
Fondation Prospective et Innovation and FERDI. 

Paris, July 15–18, 2014
Presentation of the Carrère-Masood report entitled Le 
poids économique de la langue française dans le monde 
(The Economic Weight of the French Language World-
wide) at the Journées du Réseau of the French Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and International Development (MAEDI).

 
Contact

Fabienne Rouanet, Communication Manager: fabienne.rouanet@ferdi.fr
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Peace, Security, and Development  
in the Sahel

Context

• The Sahel covers an area of more than 5 million square kilometers located between the Sahara desert 
in the north and Sudan in the South.

• The Sahel is located – entirely or in part – in the following countries: Algeria (far south), Senegal (north), 
Mauritania (south), Mali, Burkina Faso (north), Niger, Nigeria (far north), Chad (center), and Sudan (center, 
notably Darfur and Kordofan).

• The Sahel is experiencing growing poverty and insecurity, which constitute major obstacles to achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) in these countries, fostering the rise of terrorism and leading to the 
migration of millions of people.  

In 2015, FERDI launched a new research project on the Sahel and stressed the close association 
between development and security in this area.

This work is part of FERDI’s research and advocacy for fragile states and is targetted to all decision-
makers, including politicians in  the Sahel, regional institutions, businesses, NGOs, and donors.

Studies and Research

• FERDI’s work on the Sahel is part of its analytical work 
on the impact of various sources of instability (price of 
natural resources, climate risks, etc.) on poverty, child mor-
tality, crime, and the risk of civil war. 

• FERDI proposes concrete solutions for development 
aid policies that take into account the instability and 
vulnerability of these countries and apply differential 
treatments.

Results and Impact  

• In 2015, Ferdi gathered a group of experts on peace, 
security, and development in the Sahel, and in 2016 
published the work entitled « Linking Security and Develop-
ment: A plea for the Sahel ».

• FERDI makes a plea for a sustainable and vigorous 
development policy for the Sahel consistent  with the 
security challenges and recommends improvements in 
governance and actions in rural areas, especially for edu-
cation and agriculture. 

• FERDI’s work and proposals have been presented to a 
French, European, and International audience and have 
generated many press articles and radio interviews. 

• In 2018, FERDI created a Sahel Chair, located in Ouaga-
dougou to monitor and evaluate policies recently imple-
mented in the Sahel.
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Contact

Key publications 

Guillaumont Jeanneney S. with Angely C., Brachet A., 
Collier P., Garenne M., Guillaumont P., Joubert B. Laville 
C., Melo J. (de), Michailof S., Miribel B., Ray O. and Zongo 
T. (2016), Linking security and development. A plea for the 
Sahel,  FERDI, 100 p.

Laville C. (2016), « Les dépenses militaires et l’aide au dé-
veloppement au Sahel : quel équilibre ? », FERDI Working 
paper, P174, November.

Mali et Sahel : Nous sommes tous Sahéliens, Revue de l’ENA, 
n°467, January-February 2017:

Guillaumont Jeanneney S., Laville C. and Melo J. (de) 
« Le Sahel pris dans un piège de pauvreté et de conflit : 
un appel à l’action internationale ».

Michailof S. « Faut-il un plan Marshall pour le Sahel ? ».

Severino J-M. « Sahel, Silicon Valley africaine ? ».

Recent conferences  
and events 

Brussels,  June 8, 2017 
« Security and Development in the Sahel », session 
co-organized by FERDI and the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) during European Development Days.

Washington, April 27- 29, 2017
« Population, security and development in the Sahel », 
 FERDI met several key interlocutors on Sahelian issues 
at the World Bank, the Wilson Center, and the US States 
Departments.

Brussels, October 11, 2016
« Security and Development in the Sahel », conference-
discussion organized by FERDI and International 
Development Research (IRD) at the European Parliament.

Paris, September 5–7, 2016
« Development and Insecurity in the Sahel », session 
organized by FERDI at the Convergences World Forum.

Paris, November 3, 2015 
« Sahelian Africa: A New Afghanistan? », discussion on 
Serge Michailof’s book entitled Africanistan: L’Afrique en 
crise va-t-elle se retrouver dans nos banlieues? (Africanistan: 
Will Africa in Crisis Emerge in our Suburbs?), organized by 
FERDI and the French Development Agency (AFD).

 
Contact

Fabienne Rouanet, Communication Manager: fabienne.rouanet@ferdi.fr
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Reducing Risks for development and Food Security

Overview

• In recent years, the food security and poverty reduction outlooks in developing countries and in Africa in 
particular have been impacted by climate instability, which increases the frequency and severity of droughts 
and floods, and the volatility in food and commodity prices.

• With support from international partners, developing countries have created disaster relief and recovery 
programs. They have also been looking for financial and insurance solutions to assist businesses and 
households with shock-coping and risk management.

For several years, FERDI has studied the impact of commodity price volatility on the risk for civil war, 
criminality, infant and child mortality, and poverty in general. 

FERDI’s research on different types of vulnerability is published in the Sustainable Competiveness 
Observatory (OCD) database.

Results and impacts

• The United Nations World Food Program (WFP) adop-
ted FERDI’s method for calculating food crisis indicators 
based on market prices and developed software for upda-
ting indicators and publishing them online.

• FERDI created the Sustainable Competitiveness Ob-
servatory (OCD) in order to make its research available 
in the form of a set of indicators on the vulnerability, at-
tractiveness, and economic competitiveness of 54 African 
countries. Its findings are available at: https://competiti-
vite.ferdi.fr

Studies and research

• Ferdi has conducted extensive research on the rela-
tionship between the volatility of global prices of agri-
cultural products and food security, including for the 
G20 Development Working Group chaired by France in 
2011. 

• In collaboration with Élisabeth Sadoulet and Alain de 
Janvry (Senior Fellows at FERDI and Professors at the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley), FERDI has carried out re-
search and organized workshops on the adaptation of 
small farmers’ production and livelihood strategies in 
developing countries in the face of uninsured risks, in-
cluding:

- Technological innovations to create new crop varieties 
that are more resistant to floods, droughts, and extreme 
temperatures;
• Index-based weather insurance and emergency loans;
• Savings and loans, including through microfinance ins-
titutions.

• Impact of commodity price volatility on the risk of crimi-
nal activity, social unrest, and poverty.
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Contact

Key publications

Agenor P-R. (2016), « Optimal Fiscal Management of 
Commodity Price Shocks », Journal of Development 
Economics, vol. 122, pp. 183-96.

Carter M.R., Cheng L. and Sarris A. (2016), « Where and 
how index insurance can boost the adoption of improved 
agricultural technologies? », Journal of Development 
Economics, vol. 118, pp. 59-71.

Clarke D., Janvry A. (de), Sadoulet E., and Skoufias E. 
(eds.) (2015), Disaster Risk Financing and Insurance: Issues 
and results FERDI, 105 p.

Janvry A. (de), Macours K., and Sadoulet E. (eds.) (2017), 
Learning for adopting: Technology adoption in developing 
country agriculture, FERDI, 120 p.

Morrison, J. and Sarris, A. (2016), « Food staple market 
volatility and food security in Eastern and Southern Africa: 
what role for intra-regional trade and market policy? » 
African Development Perspectives, Yearbook 2015/16, pp. 
159-182.

Recent conferences  
and events

Paris, October 5, 2017
« Catastrophic and index insurance in developing 
countries », conference organized by FERDI, CERDI and 
AFD. 

Clermont-Ferrand, June 1-2, 2016
« Agricultural innovation: Learning for adopting », 
workshop organized by FERDI, CERDI and the CGIAR’s 
Standing Panel on Impact Assessment.

Casablanca, June 11–13, 2015 
« Decline and Reversal of Agricultural Assistance in 
Africa », session organized by FERDI during the 16th 
annual conference of the Global Development Network.

Paris, June 26, 2015
vCommodity market instability and development 
policies », workshop jointly organized by FERDI and OCP 
Policy Center.

Clermont-Ferrand, June 4–5, 2015 
« Disaster Risk Financing and Insurance », workshop 
jointly organized by FERDI, CERDI, and the World Bank’s 
Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery 
(GFDRR), with support from the United Kingdom’s 
Department for International Development (DFID).
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Innovative Development Indicators

Context

• Measuring progress, performance, and obstacles as well as assessing their evolution over time and comparing 
those of different countries requires designing relevant and innovative indicators capable of integrating 
the most current research findings and responding to problems of economic policy.

• FERDI generates new indicators along with the concepts and methods on which they are based as well as 
studies designed to ensure the statistical availability of the data required.  

FERDI’s research focuses on the design and use of innovative indicators in the following three areas: 
 - Quality of national and international development policies;
 - Structural handicaps and vulnerabilities of developing countries;
 - Dynamics of Human development.

The FERDI teams have developed, modified, or contributed to define some 20 original indicators, 
made available to the public in self-service databases and in the Sustainable Competitiveness 
Observatory (SCO).

Studies and Research

• Among the 20 or so indicators to which Ferdi has contri-
buted and which are available to the public in its databases 
are the following:

- Retrospective and revised indices of economic vulne-
rability (EVI) and Human Assets (HAI), with data avai-
lable for 145 developing countries over the period 
1990–2015;

- Physical Vulnerability to Climate Change Index (PVCCI): 
data available for 191 United Nations member states;

- Internal Violence Index (IVI), with data available for 130 
developing countries;

- Index of Need for Regional Integration;

- Country Commitment to Regional Integration Index.

Results and impact  

• On its website, FERDI provides harmonized retros-
pective statistical series and makes the data available 
to the research community and the public.

• At the end of 2014, Ferdi created the Build your Own 
Index website (www.byind.ferdi.fr), which allows users to 
build their own composite vulnerability index.

• FERDI cooperated with the American think tank Center 
for Global Development (CGD) to try to reform the index of 
Official Development Assistance selectivity.

• FERDI is using its indicators for studies with the United 
Nations, the European Commission, the Asian Develop-
ment Bank, the African Development Bank, the Agence 
Française de Développement.  
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Key publications 
Cariolle J., Geourjon A-M., and de Ubeda, A-A. (2017), 
« Principes et application à l’UEMOA d’un indice 
d’engagement des Etats dans l’intégration commerciale », 
FERDI Working paper, P202, October.

Cariolle J. and Goujon M. (2015), « Measuring 
macroeconomic instability: A critical survey illustrated 
with export series », Journal of Economic Surveys, vol. 29(1), 
pp. 1-26.

Cariolle J., Goujon M. and Guillaumont P. (2016), « Has 
structural economic vulnerability decreased in LDCs? 
Lessons drawn from retrospective indices », Journal of 
Development Studies, vol. 52(5), pp. 591-606.

Feindouno S. and Goujon M. (2018), « Human Assets 
Index: Insights from a retrospective series analysis », Social 
Indicators Research, March.

Feindouno S., Goujon M. and Wagner L. (2016), « Internal 
Violence Index: a composite and quantitative measure 
of internal violence and crime in developing countries », 
FERDI Working paper P151, April.

Garenne M. (2015), « La difficile évaluation des Objectifs 
du Millénaire pour le Développement : leçons pour les 
Objectifs du Développement Durable à partir du cas de 
la mortalité des enfants et de la mortalité maternelle en 
Afrique », FERDI Working paper P130, July.

Guillaumont P. (2017), « Vulnerability and Resilience: A 
Conceptual Framework Applied to Three Asian Countries 
- Bhutan, Maldives, and Nepal », Asian Development Bank, 
South Asia Working Papers Serie, n°53, October 2017.

Recent conferences  
and events 

Arequipa, 2–8 May 2017
« Using GIS to evaluate hazard and vulnerability in urban 
areas », FERDI participated to a workshop on mapping risk 
zones in urban environments organized by the Universidad 
Tecnológica (Peru), the Instituto Geológico Minero y 
Metalúrgico (Peru), Universidad de Nariño (Colombia), 
Instituto Geofísica-UNAM (Mexico), and the University of 
Clermont Auvergne (Magma and Volcanoes Laboratory, 
France).

Paris, June 13, 2016
FERDI participated in the consultation on the Human 
Development Report (HDR) organized by the United 
Nations Development Program.

Abuja, March 7–9, 2016
FERDI participated in the Regional Summit on the 
Demographic Dividend in Africa organized by the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

FERDI presented the Physical Vulnerability to Climate 
Change Index in Lima at the World Bank and IMF Annual 
Meeting (October 2015), in Paris at the COP21 (December 
2015), and in Marrakech at the COP22  (November 2016).
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Sustainable Competitiveness Observatory 
(SCO)

Context

• The African continent is becoming increasingly attractive for businesses. However, to gain sustainable 
competitiveness, especially in the face of other emerging countries, many African countries still need to 
improve the quality and price of infrastructure and services, the strength of their institutions, and their political, 
economic, social, and climatic resilience. 

The Sustainable Competiveness Observatory (SCO) is an innovative tool designed for measuring the 
economic, social, and political strengths and weaknesses of each of the 54 countries of the African 
continent.

The indicators are structured around three main sets of components:
- Attractiveness;
- Competitiveness;
- Sustainability and vulnerability.

Since the end of 2016, the SCO has a website (www.competitivité.ferdi.fr) providing free access  
consultation on a set of indicators, access to a wider range of indicators as well as the extensive 
analysis of the sectors and the countries on a subscription basis and specific analyses on a payment 
basis.

Influence and impact

The SCO is aimed at:

- Public and private national and international com-
panies seeking information on the economic and social 
environment of the countries in which they are likely to 
invest as well as information describing export and sales 
opportunities on the local market based on the analyses 
of production costs and competitiveness;

- Public decision-makers, particularly those from Afri-
can states, who seek information on growth-supporting 
factors and levers of progress in order to tackle blocking 
factors, particularly with regard to promoting the diversi-
fication and networking of their own territories;

- Bilateral and multilateral cooperation institutions 
seeking relevant data on the positive and negative fac-
tors of competitiveness in order to guide their coopera-
tion and development projects.

Work  

• With the support of the French Development Agency 
(AFD), FERDI created the Sustainable Competitiveness 
Observatory (SCO).

• In cooperation with CERDI, FERDI generates original and 
relevant information on the competitiveness, sustainabi-
lity, and vulnerability of African countries.
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Key publication 

Plane P. (2017) « Quelle compétitivité de la Côte d‘Ivoire, 
du Sénégal et de la Tunisie ? Un état des lieux à partir des 
nouvelles données de l’Observatoire de la compétitivité 
durable », AFD Notes techniques n°29, May 2017. 

Recent conferences  
and events 

Abidjan, October 2, 2017
« Is Côte d’Ivoire Competitive? », conference organized 
by FERDI as part of the event « Rencontres Africa ».

Paris, September 26, 2017
« How to Strengthen Sustainable Competitiveness in 
Africa? », conference jointly organized by FERDI, AFD, and 
Africa–France.

Paris, June 26, 2017
« Annual Comozof–FERDI Seminar », presentation of the 
Sustainable Competitiveness Observatory (SCO).

Brussels, 3-4 June 2015
« The Sustainable Competitiveness Observatory in 
Africa », session organized by FERDI during the European 
Development Days.
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Capacity Building through Training: 
Institute for Advanced Studies in Sustainable Development

Overview

• Emerging and developing countries are in great need of professional economists who can design and 
implement effective economic development policies.

• Demand is steadily growing, particularly in French-speaking countries, for continuing professional training 
from institutes of higher learning that award internationally recognized diplomas in economic policy for 
sustainable development.

• FERDI’s mission is to strengthen emerging and developing countries’ capacity to design and implement 
inclusive and sustainable economic policies.

Capacity building through advanced studies programs and continuing education for senior 
administrative officials in developing countries build on FERDI’s research activities.

FERDI works with partners in the South and with institutions supporting economic development 
in order to build a training institute able to meet the specific needs of senior-level and mid-career 
professionals.

Accredited as a private institution of higher learning and as a center for professional training, FERDI 
created the Institute for Advanced Studies in Sustainable Development (IHEDD) in 2017 to serve as 
the vehicle for all of its training programs.

• IHEDD delivers all of FERDI’s training programs, which are designed to meet the needs of senior staff in 
governments, regional and international organizations, and the private sector as well as policy makers and 
NGO leaders.

• Training programs strive for excellence and innovation and are based on research by the Laboratory of 
Excellence of the Initiative for Development and Global Governance (IDGM+)), in which CERDI and IDDRI are 
participants. 

• Training is varied and constantly evolving to meet the needs of the target audience, and consists of 
short or long programs, custom courses, and online training.

• Training programs involve participation from external partners recognized for their expertise in the 
topic(s) being studied and, in most cases, experts from the South.

• Programs use innovative, practical, and solution-driven pedagogy (case studies, cross-cutting experience, 
interactive online platforms, etc.).

www.ferdi.fr
Une fondation pour des idées innovantes 
sur le développement



Fabienne Rouanet, Communication Manager: fabienne.rouanet@ferdi.fr

 
Contact

Extended program:  
Economic Policy  
Management Program
• Since its creation in 2003, FERDI has managed the 
Economic Policy Management GPE program, which 
leads to a masters degree in Economic « Analysis and Inter-
national Development » awarded by the School of Econo-
mics at the University of Clermont Auvergne.

• Offered since 1994, the GPE program lasts nine mon-
ths and is open to midcareer economists holding senior 
public administration positions in developing countries.

• The GPE program is recognized as a Preferred Pro-
gram by the World Bank, making its students eligible 
for scholarships through the Joint Japan/World Bank Gra-
duate Scholarship Program (JJ/WBGSP).

Influence and impacts of the GPE  
program

• The GPE program has awarded degrees to 700 stu-
dents from 65 countries (including 30 African coun-
tries). Most graduates have continued their careers in 
the public administration of their home country; some 
have become ministers or senior government officials; 
others have joined regional economic organizations, deve-
lopment banks, and international organizations.

• Alumni of the GPE program are part of POLDEV, an ac-
tive network that meets at seminars organized by FER-
DI in partnership with host countries, which in recent years 
has included Haiti and Côte d’Ivoire.

Wide range of short  
programs

Offered in 2017

• Computable general equilibrium (CGE) economic mode-
ling at the request of Mali’s Ministry of Economy and Finance 
and with the support of the French Embassy in Bamako.

• Nonparametric methods for evaluating the efficien-
cy of healthcare structures in Zimbabwe in partnership 
with CERDI and with support from the French Embassy in 
Zimbabwe.

• Modernization and transformation of agriculture: 
fostering the adoption of new agricultural technolo-
gies  with support from the Gates Foundation through 
the Agricultural Technology Adoption Initiative (ATAI), the 
African Growth and Development Policy (AGRODEP), the 
World Bank, and the International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI).

• Impact investing: a new generation of financing tar-
geting social issues in partnership with investors and 
partners and with support from the Monaco’s Develop-
ment Agency.

• Competitiveness and structural transformation at the 
request of the Government of Senegal.

2018 programs

• Land degradation and soil remediation challenges to 
sustainable agricultural production in partnership with 
the French National Institute for Development Research 
(IRD).

• Climate agreement implementation in partnership 
with the Institute for Sustainable Development and Inter-
national Relations (IDDRI) and the Institute for Climate Eco-
nomics (I4CE).

• Bolstering health systems and policies to fight infec-
tious diseases, with support from Monaco’s Development 
Agency.

• Computable general equilibrium (CGE) economic 
modeling at the request of Guinea’s Ministry of Economy 
and Finance.

Additional information is available at:  
                                           http://www.ferdi.fr
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