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The Line and the Territory: 
modelling fragile border 
zones in the Sahel for  
a more inclusive border 
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Abstract

This article discusses the representation of border areas in fragile and conflict-affected 

situations, particularly in the Sahel where borders have become spaces of competition 

between states and armed jihadist groups for the governance of border populations 

and cross-border movements. The spatial models available to represent border 

areas have many shortcomings, either because they are “administrative” and do not 

take into account the logics of movement that shape border spaces, particularly 

the movements of armed groups, or because they are too “naturalistic“, inspired by 

environmental sciences, and take little account of human geography and conflicts. 

The article proposes a spatial model based on the representation of movement and 

transport networks that are at the heart of the border economy and describes the 

policy and operational advantages of its application to border security.    
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“Sur quoi la fondera-t-il l’économie du monde 
qu’il veut gouverner ? Sera-ce sur le caprice de 
chaque particulier ? Quelle confusion ! Sera-ce 
sur la justice ? Il l’ignore.” 

Pascal

Créée en 2003, la Fondation pour les études et recherches 
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la compréhension du développement économique 
international et des politiques qui l’influencent.
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