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The Context: An ecologist perspective
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Trade/FDI and Africa’s growth path

Alternatives
o ‘Eco-modernist manifesto’ (industrialize first)
o SDGs (do as we tell not as we did it !)



Can (will) Africa replicate China (and Asia)?
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ACET report: Strategy built around 4 pillars
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Challenge 1:Prospects for labor-intensive industrialization appear bleak
(The Economist (october 2014), Rodrik (2015))

I Off peak « From stuff to fluff »

Share of employment in industry at peak industrialisation* % Can Africa reach middle class status
by the development of industry?
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Growth has picked up but dependency on resources persists so economies are not diversifying

...and the elasticity of poverty reduction to growth is low.

Share of Primary exports vs. GDP growth
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« Countries get rich by producing the goods consumed by the rich »

....Controlling for standard determinants of growth, more diversified countries have higher
subsequent growth.



Population Growth and Poverty

Figure 5.

Worldwide poverty reduction attempts and results
(1990-2010)
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Challenge 2: Poverty and the Environment

Resource dependancy and ANNI in SSA
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China’s Aid to Africa

Figure 3. The relevance of China with respect to traditional donors
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* Aidis not more
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larger financial flows (not
so for WB lending). Result
in line with principle of
non-interference (Dreher
et al. (2015)).



China-financed projects in hard-infrastructure addressed bottlenecks

China- Financed Projects matched with Bottlenecks in Sub-Saharan Africa in 62.5% of 168 cases
in 2001-2010.
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Electrification in Africa is low

In Western Kenya, there are still
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Will Africa avoid the
«environmental trap»?



Number of events

(1) Conflicts occurrence becomes more important in Africa when climate resilience is lower.

(2) Africa was subject to active

conflicts (interstate wars, civil war, 2
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How will Africa’s growth interact with the
environment?

Among SDGs, 3 are referring to ENVIRONMENT (while only 1 under MDGs)

MDG SDG

Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change
and its impact.

Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans,
seas and marine resources for sustainable

Goal 7: Ensure environmental
development.

sustainability

Goal 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use
of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests,
combat desertification and halt biodiversity.

Among SDG indicators 11 suggested are environmental indicators.




Regional Forest depletion and GDP growth

(Decadal growth rates—deforestation in red)

1990-2000 Land conversion in forrested countries emitted 5.4
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Conclusion

Can “safeguard vs. infrastructure” dilemmma posed by the objective
to grow fast (7% annual GDP growth for LDCs) be avoided?

=» Follow the « eco-modernism » manifesto?
http://staticl.squarespace.com/static/5515d9f9e4b04d5c3198b7bb
/t/552d37bbe4b07a7dd69fcdbb/1429026747046/An+Ecomodernist
+Manifesto.pdf

« About 80% of New England is today forested compared with
about 50% at the end of 19t century.”

...but also follow the 12 precepts of the natural resource charter

=» http://www.naturalresourcecharter.org/precepts
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