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Historical Transition Paths

• Extension of work and ideas by Clemens, Easterly, Lay;

• S-shape of transition path for MDGs 1b, 2, 3, 4, 5 

(illustrate it for MDG4)

• Initial improvements difficult, then progress

accelerates, before it levels off again;

• Consistent with a model of benefits moving down the

income distribution;

• Describes historical pattern of these indicators

extremely well;
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Use Performance Index for Post-MDG World

• Be realistic but ambitious;

• Take account of initial conditions and historical transition

paths;

• Proposal: Require performance index of, say, 1.1 or 1.2 (10-

20% improvement than historical trends);
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