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Focus on the North African countries:

What can we say from 

the 

Observatory of Sustainable Competitiveness 
OSC ?
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Maghreb - Machrek : vulnerabilities
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Attractiveness 



Sources of attractiveness
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The Business Interest of the Ben Ali Family : connected firms
All in the Family, State Capture in Tunisia

Rijkers, Freund, Nucifora, PRWP, N°6810, World Bank, 2014
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Ben Ali and the political economy

� In the aftermath of the Tunisian revolution, assets of the
Ben Ali clan were confiscated (Decree n° 2011-13).

� The ensemble of the 220 appropriated firms: 21% of all net
private sector profits, approximately 3% of private sector

� Sectors in which Ben Ali firms are active: subject to prior
authorization by the government and to FDI restrictions.

� Ben Ali firms dominate the telecommunications and air
transport sectors, but also important in the real estate
sector in which entry is highly regulated.
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Price competitiveness



The basket of goods , not so expensive ..

Africa
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Export market shares for manufactured 
goods are decreasing…
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Except for Morocco…
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The floor is yours


