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Evaluating Aid for Trade: A 
Survey of Recent Studies*
Olivier Cadot
Ana Fernandes
Julien Gourdon
Aaditya Mattoo
Jaime de Melo

Abstract
The demand for accountability in “Aid-for-Trade”(AFT) is increasing  but monitoring 
has focused on case-studies and impressionistic narratives. The paper reviews 
recent evidence from a wide range of studies, recognizing that a multiplicity of 
approaches is needed to learn what works and what does not. ... / ...  

* An earlier version of this paper entitled “Evaluation in Aid-for-Trade: From Case-study Counting to Measuring” 

was presented at the FERDI-ITC- World Bank workshop «Aid for Trade: What Do We Know ? Which Way Ahead?», 

Geneva, December 6, 2012. We thank Céline Carrère, Bernard Hoekman and seminar participants for comments 

on the earlier draft. Cadot and de Melo gratefully acknowledge support from France’s Agence Nationale de la 

Recherche under “Investissement d’Avenir” grant ANR-10-LABX-14-01 and from Switzerland under NCCR work 

package 6, “Impact assessment”.
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